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Congratulations to you all for another successful half term of home learning.  Time to switch 

off the screens and enjoy a well deserved week off if you are able to.  We have received 

more wonderful art pictures, thank you and keep them coming in.  This week Issabelle’s 

picture, inspired by Andy Goldsworthy, is on display around the village.  I promise that we 

will display as many pictures as we can. 

New appointment and fond farewell 

Interviews took place this week for a part-time teacher for Wildfire Class from September.  

Mrs Tracey Trood, an extremely experienced class teacher, who has a wealth of expertise in 

improving standards in schools, will join our team and take Wildfire Class with Mrs Marklew 

from September.  Welcome to Mrs Trood and also Mrs Marklew who will be back in the 

team after half term. 

Mrs Shields, who has covered the maternity leave, has now secured a teaching position at 

Butleigh Primary School where her children go to school, so we are delighted for her, but 

will also miss her very much.  She has done an outstanding job this year. 

Preschool outside area 

One benefit of the lockdown is that we have been able to have contractors in to work on the 

outside preschool area project.  Hopefully by next week I will be able to share some before 

and after pictures. 

Opening on 1st June – government announcement to confirm opening is not until the end 

of half term week, but this next part assumes we will open. 

Thank you for your responses to the questionnaire this week.  At the moment, we have 6 

Year 6 children, 10 Year 1 children, 4 Reception, 4 key worker children and 9 preschool 

children wishing to come back, so high demand!  The staff have worked long hours this 

week to write risk assessments, put together cleaning rotas, organise classrooms and 

generally adapt the school, so we are compliant with the latest government requirements. 

Mrs Carter-Rice and myself will continue this through-out half term. 

In answer to some questions which have been asked and things you can do to help us: 

• Mrs Carter-Rice will oversee the learning in both Reception and Year 1. 

• All children in Years R, 1 and 6 will have their normal English and maths lessons.  

They will then have an adapted curriculum for the remainder of the day, which will 

still involve the usual subjects, but some aspects will need to be adapted for our new 

way of working. 

• Activities in the first week will focus on the transition back into school. 

• Preschool parents will be contacted individually regarding hours and what we are 

able to offer.  Jody, Kim or Maddie will be in touch this week. Nearly all of your 

requests can be accommodated. 



• School uniform to be worn (this is a change to the original plan).  Either wash your 

child’s uniform everyday. Or if you are struggling to launder their clothes daily, then 

they can come in wearing suitable clothing.  These will still need to be fresh every 

day. 

• Trainers – please can the children wear trainers if possible to avoid PE kits. 

• Please ensure your child only brings in the essentials they need e.g. lunch, snack 

and water bottle. 

• No book bags or PE kits. 

• Just ONE parent/ carer to drop off and collect. No dogs as it encourages more 

touching. 

• Drop off – please line up at the metal gate from the car park or if walking from the 

village wait by the metal gate at the end of the path. 

• Collection – come into playground and wait for the children to be brought out to 

you. 

• Temperatures of all staff and pupils will be taken on arrival each day.  We appreciate 

that this is only one possible indicator, but feel it is worth doing this quickly at the 

two entrance points. 

• If you need to contact the school office, please use the phone or email. 

• Please adhere to the social distancing rules i.e. staying 2m apart. 

• If your child or someone in your home is unwell, please do not send them in.  Please 

let the office know. 

• Please let the office know any changes to your contact details, in case we need to 

ring. 

• Please continue to follow the self-isolating guidance if your child has any symptoms. 

 

To simplify things on the first week all children need to bring in their own lunch, snack and 

water bottle. 

Arrival and Departure times 

Preschool – by arrangement (separate emails being sent) 

Year 6 – Entrance is via the metal gate by the office and straight into Wildfire’s back door. 

Year 6 should NOT go onto the playground on arrival. At the end of the day they will wait in 

the trim trail area. 

Wednesday and Thursday – 8.45am to 2.15pm 

Year 1 – Entrance and exit is via the blue door by the water fountain. Children will be 

brought out onto the playground at the end of the day. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – 9.15am to 2pm. 

Reception – Entrance and exit via their normal door. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday – 9.30am to 1.30pm 



Keyworker – entrance and exit is via the white kitchen door off the playground. 

If you have a children in more than one ‘bubble’ then you will need to choose one set of 

arrival and departure times. 

 

Home Learning 

Home learning will continue for all year groups not in school. 

Finally, to help prepare the children for what to expect please see pictures of how our 

classrooms look.  The children will still have access to play equipment, but resources have 

been sorted by activity which then gets disinfected after each use, instead of the usual free 

play in the Early Years. 

 

 

Thank you for your patience in these ever-changing times.  Enjoy half term with your 

children.  We all miss you and send you big virtual hugs. 

From Rebecca and Team CM  

 

 

  


