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We are now in a good school routine and the children continue to enjoy being back and are 

content with their own individual workstations.  The school has never been so clean with 

floors, surfaces, walls, doors, equipment, tables and chairs all being disinfected regularly 

and TAs spending more time on toilet cleaning duty than teaching!  It may not sound like 

much learning is happening, but with so few children in each bubble it means that every 

child is getting plenty of ‘teacher time’.   

Our hearts go out to all those children still at home, we miss you very much and 

congratulate you on persevering with your learning. 

Opening to other year groups 

A few questions have arisen this week, so a further explanation is perhaps required.  The 

government encourage schools to open for more children, however whatever provision we 

have in place for keyworker, reception, year 1 and year 6 children must not be reduced, 

which puts us in a difficult position.  We only have the staffing and physical space to take 

other year groups if we were to reduce the existing provision.  I have had various 

conversations with county advisors this week and the email below shows their views: 

‘I appreciate your intent to enable all pupils to have experience back at school before the 

end of term. As a head I would have wanted this too. However, the guidance yesterday and 

the local advice is not to do this.  

I will call you around midday after primary and schools' leadership meeting as 

conversations are happening to clarify the local advice at 11.30.’  

We are also not permitted to use any community buildings or temporary structures, as 

county have not risk assessed them. 

Changes for this week 

Miss Botterill will be in Hurricane Class for Monday and Tuesday, so the lucky year 1 pupils 

will get some days with their new teacher for September.  Mrs Carter-Rice will have some 

face to face  teaching with the reception children.  Our keyworker bubble is increasing and 

we are nearly at maximum capacity in the hall with Mrs Thrippleton and Mrs Benn.  

Welcome to those children who are joining us from Monday.  If you have a reception child 

who would like to return please contact Mrs Carter-Rice or the school office.  Mrs Shields 

and Mrs Marlew will continue to run the Year 6 bubble and Jody and Kim will run the 

preschool bubble with help from Kyla on a Tuesday. 

Covid-19 

Please can we encourage parents and carers to continue to wash clothes every evening, 

bring in plastic lunch boxes and if your child shows any Covid symptoms to stay at home. 



Class Structure for September 

The government have announced that all children will return to school in September.  We 

have no details yet, but our September class structure will look like this: 

Preschool – Day to day teaching with Jody and Kim, overseen by Mrs Carter-Rice. 

Rainbow – Reception and Year 1 taught by Mrs Carter-Rice 

Hurricane – Years 2 and 3 taught by Miss Botterill 

Wildfire – Years 4, 5 and 6 taught by Mrs Marlew and Mrs Trood 

We need further guidance to know if all children will be in on a full timetable or if it will start 

with a part-time structure due to social distancing.  Our new reception children are likely to 

start with a few hours and build up as they have not had the benefit of any face to face 

transition days.  When we have more details, we can discuss this further with you. 

Teaching assistant timetables have not been finalised yet as this will depend on the social 

distancing model we are required to adopt.  Class sizes will be between 23 and 27 with our 

current numbers.  No year groups will be split. 

Bikeability for Year 6 

As this is an outdoor activity we were hoping that this might go ahead, but sadly we had 

confirmation this week that it is cancelled. 

Preschool hours for September 

We have sent a separate Parentmail to ask what hours you would ideally like for your 

children in September.  We will do our best to accommodate your requests.  If possible we 

would appreciate avoiding Fridays, as Kim has kindly offered to run a mothers and baby/ 

toddler group.  This is just at the ideas stage, especially with social distancing, but if we can 

offer this we would have the opportunity to open our doors to the wider community. 

New Reception Children 

Another Parentmail has been sent to our new reception parents to invite you to a virtual 

transition meeting on Monday 29th June at 6.30pm.  This meeting is aimed at parents, but 

Mrs Carter-Rice has other videos and activities aimed at the children, which will be shared 

over the coming weeks. 

Keep safe, 

Rebecca and Team CM 

  


