
 

 

 

Newsletter 

18.12.2020 

‘ The one who gets wisdom loves life.’ Proverbs 19:8 

Today sees the end to our Autumn Term and what a year it has been!  We are so 

proud of our young people and the way they have adapted and risen to the 



challenges of the year.  Each and every one of our children have been shining stars 

whatever life has thrown their way. 

 

 

 



  

Kingsdon Kindness and Citizenship Cups 

For the first time since last Christmas we have been in a position to award our termly 

class cups.  Congratulations go to: 

Lottie in Rainbow  

Caiden in Hurricane 

Will in Wildfire 

These pupils were all awarded Citizenship cups and certificates for their outstanding 

attitudes to learning, effort and contributions to the school community. 

Delilah received the Kingsdon Kindness trophy for her consistant kind and caring 

attitude and consideration for others.  It is an honour to have such delightful pupils, 

well done. 

The pupils keep the cups until the end of the Spring term. 

 

 



Farewell 

Today was the last day for both Heather Barnes, our School Business Manager, and 

Jenn Botterill, who has guided Hurricane Class and our school music. 

Heather Barnes has worked at the school for 20 plus years and her children also 

attended the school, so a very long association.  She has retrained for a new career 

path and we wish her every success and happiness as she embarks on this new 

area of work.  Mrs Barnes has been the mainstay of the office and her knowledge, 

effeciency and ability to stay calm amid huge demands will be greatly missed.   

Jenn Botterill started at our school as a teaching assistant and through hard work 

trained to be a teacher several years ago.  Miss Botterill will leave a musical legacy, 

which few schools could compete with.  Her sense of joy and fun, make her popular 

with the children and staff.  Not forgetting, her creativity and ability to think outside 

the box, which will be hard to match.  Miss Botterill is heading home to Scotland, 

where there should be plenty of opportunity to continue her piping! 

Not only are we losing two outstanding members of staff, but two very dear friends.  

We wish you both every happiness as you embark on your new adventures.  You 

have both set the bar high for Gillian Carnall and Rachel Theobald who will be 

manning the office and Sarah Thompson, who will take over the helm in Hurricane 

Class. 

Welcome to these new members of staff.  We hope you will be very happy and enjoy 

being part of the team. 

Thank you to the parents and governors who came to share our ‘Charlton’ send off.  

Thank you also to Craig for his musical piping skills. 

 

Thank you 

The children have thrived and flourish this year, which wouldn’t be possible without a 

whole community supporting them.  In no particular order! Thank you to the staff, 

who work tirelessly for the good of the children.  All members of the team work more 

than the hours they are paid and take on training and extra tasks in their own time. 

Each team member is passionate about giving opportunities to the children and 

helping them be the best they can be.  It is this commitment which makes our school 

so strong.  Their sense of humour has also helped this year. 

This has seen a year when parents were often at the forefront of the education 

system.  Thank you parents, carers and grandparents who have worked and 

supported both us and the children through some turbulent months.  You are the 

most supportive parents I have had the priviledge to work with.  Thank you. 

Behind the scenes, are a group of individuals that volunteer many hours of their time 

and expertise to ensure the school continues to improve and provide the best 

education possible.  These are our governors, who are the backbone of our school, 

but are often not seen.  Thank you for guiding us through the ever changing 



demands of the pandemic to ensure our school is safe and offers a first class 

education. 

All the staff, including myself, would like to thank you all for the very generous 

Christmas gifts and kind words.  They mean a lot.  May we wish you all a very 

merry Christmas and a happy new year. 

Thank you to Vicky’s parents, who provided our Father Christmas duo this year. 

Christmas Trees at the Palace 

Our beautiful Christmas trees have been on display in the Bishop’s Palace in Wells.  

Well done to Wildfire Class for being awarded 3rd prize.  Please click on the link to 

see the exhibition. 

Eco Christmas 2020 

Winners.pdf
 

Somerset Music Advent Calendar 

Our strings group feature very briefly in the Somerset Music Advent Calendar.  Link 

below: 

Somerset Music Christmas celebration 2020 - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dW8ywsW3p8g 

 

Nativity 

If you haven’t had a chance to watch our nativity.  Here it is again: 

https://youtu.be/AaLL4WsPUjw 

 

A message from Saints South-West 

Please see below link for parents to book back onto our extracurricular club(s) in the Spring 

Term at your school. 

 

Club links; 

After School Club; https://saints-southwest.class4kids.co.uk/info/512 

 

We have contacted current attendees to advise next term is now available to 
book, however it would be appreciated if you can share details of this across the rest 
of the school for prospective new participants?  

 
Saints Southwest  
T: +44 (0) 330 2234 932 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdW8ywsW3p8g&data=04%7C01%7CEBrodie%40somerset.gov.uk%7Cd9fa69b6b9d449b864fe08d89d2b6a7c%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637432157078702372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iTQEGKsPNlcT2yhLm5TP7y0Q6L4myUOEenRfUVqKijM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdW8ywsW3p8g&data=04%7C01%7CEBrodie%40somerset.gov.uk%7Cd9fa69b6b9d449b864fe08d89d2b6a7c%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C637432157078702372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iTQEGKsPNlcT2yhLm5TP7y0Q6L4myUOEenRfUVqKijM%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/AaLL4WsPUjw
https://saints-southwest.class4kids.co.uk/info/512


E: ahayman@saintssouthwest.co.uk 

 

 

 
 

Kingsdon Bus 

Somerset County Council provide a FREE taxi service to and from school for ALL 

CHILDREN WHO LIVE IN KINGSDON.  At present only two children use this, but 

the mini-bus is FREE and available.  Please speak to the office if you would like to 

use this service.  If we don’t use it, then it will be withdrawn. 

Informing school of COVID cases over the holidays 

If a child has a positive Covid test after we break up, then can we ask you to leave a 

text message on the school mobile.  We will check the phone regularly and activate 

any track or trace measures which may be needed.  Telephone number: 07856 

465552 Thank you. 

 

KINGSDON COMMUNITY SHOP 

Follow The Star 

28th Dec – 2nd Jan (Please see details attached to this newsletter) 

 

Clothes Recycling Box 

The parish council have very kindly allowed us to site a clothes recycling box in the 

car park.  If you have clothes, shoes or bags which you no longer need then please 

put them in the metal box.  It raises money for the school. I believe the box has been 

filled to the top every week since we started, which is amazing. 

Future dates for the diary 

Back to school for the children is Tuesday 5th January.  The teaching staff have an 

inset training day on Monday 4th January 2021. 

Finally 

We have one or two more musical treats to share with you, but with the end of term 

demands these will be sent separately over the next few days. We need some extra 

editing time! 

 

mailto:ahayman@saintssouthwest.co.uk


 

 A message from Somerset County Council -Testing for Covid19  

The advice remains to get a test only if you are experiencing symptoms; either a 

temperature, a new continuous cough, or a change or loss in taste or smell.  Only 

the child or adult experiencing symptoms should get tested, not other family 

members. The rest of the household should self-isolate until a negative result is 

received. Should there be a positive result follow advice from Health England. Health 

England will also advise the school on the action to take. 

More tests are made available throughout the day online, so keep trying if at first you 

don’t get an appointment or by calling 119.  

For in person testing, bookings are made available the evening before for morning 

appointments, and on the morning for afternoon appointments.  

If a test site near you is not available on your first booking attempt, we suggest trying 

again later in the day. We do have a limited number of tests available in school, but 

as they need posting the results will be delayed by several days. 

 

From Rebecca and Team CM 


