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12.02.2021 

‘ The one who gets wisdom loves life.’ Proverbs 19:8 

Our value for this term is Justice and Kindness. 

Well done children, parents, grandparents and extended family members you have 

made it to half term.  All the staff at school would like to thank you for working so 

hard to ensure all the children continue to make progress. We are so blessed to be 

working with such lovely, amazing families. Some of you are facing huge challenges 

to ensure your children keep learning and we thank you. 

It is also an appropriate time to thank all the school staff who invest so much effort 

and time to making things as good as they can be for the children.  It is not just a job 

for our staff.  Each member of the team goes over and above their paid hours and 

job descriptions.Our school continues to thrive due to all the people who make up 

our community. 

 

Panto opportunity – Tonight 12th February @ 7.30pm  



Aladdin is a family friendly panto.  Here’s your chance to sit down and relax together (after the home 
schooling is done) grab the popcorn, ice cream and enjoy the fun booing and hissing at the screen.   
Here is the Evenbrite link should you wish to purchase a £3 ticket:-  
  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pantomime-aladdin-tickets-135150547927  
 
I understand it is just £3 for the whole family. 

 

More wonderful donations 

In the last newsletter we shared the news of Ian Cornish, who kindly donated five 

laptops to the school.  The parish council and many local people have also 

contributed towards the laptop scheme run by Sue Costain. This week brings even 

more good news. Nina Gronw-Lewis, from the art gallery in Somerton, has given the 

school a donation of £1,000. Such generosity from our community will ensure we are 

well resourced and have the latest technology to provide the best education 

possible.  A BIG thank you to all those who have contributed.  

Story Writing Competition 

The Lions Club are running a short story writing competition.  There is no word limit 

but 500 words is manageable.  The story can be on any subject of your choice. The 

closing date is 26th February 2021, so plenty of time to have fun and get creative.  

The story can be handwritten or a word document.  Please write the writer’s name, 

age, school and a parent’s consent on the back.  We can send them on for you or 

send them directly to gandslionsclub@gmail.com. 

Poetry Competition 

Some of the classes are also running a poetry competition run by the Somerset 

Literacy Network.  Last year some of our children won prizes in this competition, so 

well worth having a go. 

Poster Competition – The theme this week is Clouds 

Congratulations to Leo who was our winner this week with his vase of spring flowers, 

so boldly painted. Please send in your paintings and pictures.  Sue Costain from the 

village is giving a £40 first prize, plus other prizes and it is Sue who selects the 

winners.  Each week will be a different theme and the posters will be displayed 

around the village. 

Rainbow Class Workshop 

Thank you to Mrs Carter-Rice for running a very interesting writing workshop and 

thank you for the support from all the parents who attended.  This workshop will be 

posted onto the Rainbow google classroom.  Following half term the focus will be 

turning to writing sentences. 

Preschool Facebook page  

There has been so much learning and fun in preschool this week.  The children have 

enjoyed learning about Chinese New Year and tasted new foods and performed with 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pantomime-aladdin-tickets-135150547927
mailto:gandslionsclub@gmail.com


their shadow puppets.  They also slotted in an ice art instilation due to the sub-zero 

temperatures. 

Please keep sharing our preschool facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/468996827429706 

 

INSET DAY – Monday 22nd February, so back to school on Tuesday 23rd 

February 2021 

 

500 mile challenge 

The aim is to collectively "Run, walk, cycle" 500 miles.  That means we aim for each 

child (and staff member) to do at least a mile a day over half term.  This can be 

recorded in the chart attached and/or on an app. There are plenty available on most 

mobile phones.  Any child that achieves 7 miles or more during the week will get a 

medal. 

 

Lots of fun to look forward to… 

We have at least two weeks of home learning after half term, but the good news is we have 

lots of lovely activities to look forward to.  On the first Thursday after half term it is World 

Book Day.  Just a heads up, the children will be asked to take photographs of reading a 

book in an unusual place.  The teachers are doing a special masked reader story-telling and 

your children will need to guess which member of staff is reading.  There will also be loads of 

book related activities on the day.  We also have British Science Week coming up in March 

and Red Nose Day, which will be packed with more engaging activities. Finally, just after half 

term, keep a look out for the postman. 

And eventually we might get back to ‘normal’ school! 

Extra Help Available 

For families who are struggling, the County Council would encourage those families to 

contact the coronavirus helpline. The 0300 790 6275 number is being staffed by the five 

councils in Somerset and will be available seven days per week 8am – 6pm. Callers will be 

asked to describe the support they require and will be connected with others for resolution 

including access to additional food to help families through this pandemic. 

Somerset’s 24/7 Mental Health Helpline 
Support and advice is available for people of all ages in Somerset 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. 

At this time of uncertainty and ongoing challenges to our daily lives, it’s important to keep 

ourselves emotionally well and get the right support for our Mental Health. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/468996827429706
tel:03007906275


The opportunity to talk to someone who can listen, advise and support on how to take care of 

ourselves and ones we care for, is of vital importance. Through the helpline callers will have 

immediate access to: 

 One to one confidential, emotional support. 
 Advice on healthy coping skills and resources. 
 Introduction to useful apps and websites. 

Anyone in need of mental health support should call 
Mindline on 01823 276892 (24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week). 

 

You are all doing a great job.  Well done. 

 

From Rebecca and Team CM 
 

 


