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‘ The one who gets wisdom loves life.’ Proverbs 19:8 

Our value for this term is Friendship. 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable half term and had a break from home 

schooling.  Your children should have received envelopes through the door, or if not, 

they are on their way. Welcome back to our online learners and those in school. 

School is due to reopen and there is light at the end of the tunnel.  We would also 

like to congratulate the Farquharson’s on the arrival of baby Murray. 

Full opening for everyone – Monday 8th March 2021 

Following the latest government announcements all children are expected to return 

to school on Monday 8th March 2021. We have plans and risk assessments in place 

for all the children to return on that date. Luckily the procedures we had put in place 

previously worked brilliantly and so form the basis for our full opening.  

The emphasis, certainly before Easter, will be helping the children to readjust to 

learning in school.  Well-being, supporting friendships and feeling happy about 

school will be our main focus, so please reassure your children.  We know that some 

may feel nervous about returning. 

Children should wear full school uniform, although on sports days the children may 

wear Charlton Mackrell PE kit.  The uniform information can be found on our 

website.  Please ensure proper school shoes and no leggings or jogging bottoms for 

the main uniform.  PE kits should be the correct blue and again no fashion leggings/ 

bottoms.  Let’s come back smart to give us all a sense of pride in our community. 

Thank you. 

Wildfire Class will use the metal gate by the office door to enter and exit. Hurricane 

will use the blue door off of the main playground and Rainbow and Preschool will use 

their usual entrances.  

The staggered starts and finishes didn’t work well last time, so Rainbow, Hurricane 

and Wildfire should arrive at the same time, 8.45am.  Preschool opens at 9am. 

These hours are governed by government funded hours, so their day is shorter. 

Please can parents and carers leave their children at the metal gate leading off the 

car park in the mornings. We will have two duty members of staff to help them come 

in safely. Preschool and reception children can be accompanied to the door of 

their classrooms. 



The day ends at 3.15pm for the main school and 3pm for preschool. 

Parents are asked to wear masks on the school site.  Staff are advised to wear 

masks while in contact with other adults and are expected to carry out a home lateral 

flow test twice a week.  Children are not required to wear masks in primary school.  

We will work a 'bubble' system, however staff will need to move between bubbles in 

order to ensure the education remains of the highest quality. Staff will observe social 

distancing. Children do not have to observe social distancing within their bubble, 

however we will still continue to organise regular handwashing, and social distancing 

where appropriate. Each bubble will have their own set of toilets and handwashing 

facilities, which will be cleaned throughout the day. 

We will operate a staggered lunchtime, so we can clean between bubbles. Hot 

lunches will be provided and the details have been sent out on a separate 

Parentmail.  All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free hot 

lunch, but you will need to order them.  Free school meals are also provided 

throughout the school to those families who need them.  In addition, hot meals can 

be purchased. Healthy packed lunches from home are another option. 

Snacks – If you provide your child with a snack for morning break, it should be fresh 

fruit or vegetables.  Fruit and vegetables are provided free to the children in Rainbow 

and Year 2. 

Early Birds and Late Birds will run every day. Please phone or email the office to 

book the slots you need.  It is really important to book, in order for us to plan the 

staffing. 

Clubs  

We are encouraged to run outside clubs, so initially we will run Saints South West on 

a Thursday.  To sign up for this you need to go onto their website. 

We will also run the TLE sports club on a Wednesday after school.  The good news 

is that we have a NEW coach.  A parentmail will be sent out to sign up for this. 

Both clubs start on the first week back. 

Poster Competition – The theme this week is Birds 

Congratulations to Livvy who was our winner this week with her beautiful rainbow 

and clouds. Please send in your paintings and pictures.  Sue Costain from the village 

is giving a £40 first prize, plus other prizes and it is Sue who selects the winners.  

Each week will be a different theme and the posters will be displayed around the 

village. Sue plans to run this until Easter. 



 

 

Preschool  

The children have been making the most of the slightly warmer weather and have 

been enjoying the outside space with their Dinosaur topic this week.  You can see 

their lovely dinosaur song on the new facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/468996827429706 

We have three new children starting as a result of this page.  Do keep sharing, as it 

is proving to be an excellent advertising tool! 

 

500 mile challenge 

Congratulations to everyone who walked, ran, cycled or hopped their way through 

half term.  We are still counting up the number of miles, but the medals are waiting to 

be given out when all the children are back in.  It was an amazing effort and many of 

the staff saw the children out and about during the holiday, well done.  We smashed 

the target. 

World Book Day – Thursday 4th March 

Just a heads up, the children will be asked to take photographs of reading a book in an 

unusual place.  The teachers are doing a special masked reader story-telling and your 

children will need to guess which member of staff is reading.  There will also be loads of 

book related activities on the day.   

We are also setting up a walking trail.  Residents in the Charltons and all children are asked 

to put their favourite book(s) into a window that can be seen from the road.  

Later in March… 

We also have British Science Week and Red Nose Day, which will be packed with more 

engaging activities.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/468996827429706


Extra Help Available 

For families who are struggling, the County Council would encourage those families to 

contact the coronavirus helpline. The 0300 790 6275 number is being staffed by the five 

councils in Somerset and will be available seven days per week 8am – 6pm. Callers will be 

asked to describe the support they require and will be connected with others for resolution 

including access to additional food to help families through this pandemic. 

Somerset’s 24/7 Mental Health Helpline 
Support and advice is available for people of all ages in Somerset 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week. 

At this time of uncertainty and ongoing challenges to our daily lives, it’s important to keep 

ourselves emotionally well and get the right support for our Mental Health. 

The opportunity to talk to someone who can listen, advise and support on how to take care of 

ourselves and ones we care for, is of vital importance. Through the helpline callers will have 

immediate access to: 

 One to one confidential, emotional support. 
 Advice on healthy coping skills and resources. 
 Introduction to useful apps and websites. 

Anyone in need of mental health support should call 
Mindline on 01823 276892 (24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week). 

 

 
We can’t wait to see you all again on the 8th, if not before. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Rebecca and Team CM 

tel:03007906275

