
Year 4 writing skills and book spine progression  

 Year 
Group 

Term Year Topic and Texts Genre Features Expectation Writing Skills 

Wildfire 
Year 4 

1 & 2 A 
 

Food & Farming 
 
Core Text: The 
Windmill Farmer  
 
 

Narrative – setting description  
Description of a farm setting 
 
 
 
 

• 5 senses 

• Descriptive language  

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

 
 
 
 

Extended paragraph using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings.  
 
 
 
 
 

• Describe settings  

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. adverbials of 
time and place, synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

• Use relative clauses beginning with relative pronoun  

• Parenthesis  

• GDS - write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 
selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on 
what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. 
literary language, characterisation, structure) 

Recount – diary  
Diary entry as a farmer, 
Victorian child, land girl 

• First person  

• Past tense  

• Chronological order  

• Shows personality 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• Synonyms  

• Conjunctions  

• Modal verbs  

• Establishing WTs criteria e.g. paragraphs, full stops and 
capital letters.  

Non-chronological report  
Different types of farming  

• Headings and subheadings  

• Technical vocabulary  

• Information and facts  

• Present tense (usually!)  

• Third person  

• Formal language  

Extended paragraphs under 
subheadings using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• Synonyms  

• Conjunctions for cohesion  

• Colons to introduce a list  

• Passive verbs  

Narrative – adventure 
Write story to fit with The 
Windmill Farmer film  
 

• Opening, build up, problem, 
resolution, ending  

• Descriptive language  

• Creates suspense 

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• Inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech  

• Contracted forms in dialogue  

• Dialogue to convey character and advance action  

• Conjunctions inc punctuation to avoid ambiguity  

• GD – characterisation, literary language  

B Victorians 
 
Core Text: Street 
Child by Bernie 
Doherty 
 
 

Biographical Writing 
Biography of Queen Victoria 
 

• Headings and subheadings  

• Technical vocabulary  

• Information and facts  

• Present tense (usually!)  

• Third person  

• Formal language  

Extended paragraphs under 
subheadings using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• WTS – in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure 
the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-
headings, bullet points)   

• Paragraphs to organise ideas 

• Conjunctions for cohesion  

• Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas  

• Apostrophes for possession (singular and plural)  
 

Recount  
Trip to SS Great Britain  

• First person  

• Past tense  

• Chronological order 

• Shows personality 

• Added description 

Multiple paragraphs using clauses 
joined by conjunctions with varying 
sentence openings. 

• use paragraphs to organize ideas 
• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and subordination (e.g. 

when / if / that / because) to join clauses 
• apostrophes for possession  
• commas in lists  

• GDS – Use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the 
simple past  

Narrative - Setting Description 
Life in the workhouse 
 
 

• 5 senses 

• Descriptive language 

• Creates atmosphere (evokes 
feelings) 
 

Extended paragraph using varying 
sentences structure with varying 
sentence openings. 

• WTS – past tense  

• WTS – use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and subordination 
(e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses 

• Describe settings  

• Capital letters and full stops  

• Commas for lists 

Persuasive – letter  
All children have the right to an 
education  

• Rhetorical questions  

• Persuasive language 
(comparative and 
superlatives) 

Multiple paragraphs using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• Paragraphs to organise ideas  

• Apostrophes for contraction  

• Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas 

• Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases  

• Use Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg we were 
instead of we was and I did instead of I done) 



• GDS - select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 
appropriately (e.g. using passive verbs to affect how 
information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest 
degrees of possibility)   

• GDS – use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

3 & 4 A British Values: 
Viking / Anglo 
Saxon   
 
Beowolf by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 
 

Poetry  
Inspired by Poetry competition 

• Dependent on type of poetry  Dependent on type of poetry • Synonyms  

• Select appropriate vocabulary 

Narrative – Legend Writing 
The next adventure of Beowolf 

• Opening, build up, problem, 
resolution, ending  

• Descriptive language  

• Creates suspense 

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• Inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech  

• Contracted forms in dialogue  

• Dialogue to convey character and advance action  

• Conjunctions inc punctuation to avoid ambiguity  

• GD – characterisation, literary language  

Newspaper 
Reporting on the Beowolf 
adventure  

• Headline  

• Hook 

• Interviews  

• Third person 

• Past tense 

• Information about the main 
event in chronological order 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 
Including interviews.  

• Inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech 

• Contracted forms in dialogue  

• Dialogue to convey character and advance action 

• Passive verbs  

• Pronouns  

• GD – appropriate register 

B Our Amazing 
World: 
Ancient Egypt  
 
Core Text: Marcy 
and The Riddle of 
the Sphinx 
By Joe Todd 
Stanton 
 
 
 
Other texts:  
Ancient Egypt: 
Tales of Gods and 
The Egyptian 
Cinderella by 
Shirley Climo 
 

Narrative- fantasy 
Write innovated version of an 
adventure story 

• Opening, build up, problem, 
resolution, ending  

• Descriptive language  

• Creates suspense 

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

Multiple paragraphs using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• In narratives, describe settings and characters  

• Paragraphs to organise ideas  

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech  

• Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas  

• Use Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg we were 
instead of we was and I did instead of I done) 

Non-chronological report  
About Ancient Egypt  

• Headings and subheadings  

• Technical vocabulary  

• Information and facts  

• Present tense (usually!)  

• Third person  

• Formal language 

Paragraphs under subheadings 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• WTS – present tense  

• WTS – use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and subordination 
(e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses 

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the 
writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points) 

• question marks  

• Use Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg we were 
instead of we was and I did instead of I done)  

Poetry  
About Egyptian mythical 
creatures  

• Depends on type of poem Depends on type of poem • Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas 

• Use Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg we were 
instead of we was and I did instead of I done) 

Explanation (NEW) 
How were ancient Egyptians 
mummified?  

• Present tense  

• Technical vocabulary  

• Formal language  

• Third person 

Extended paragraph using varying 
sentences structure with varying 
sentence openings. Some use of 
formal language. 

• WTS – present tense  

• Use Standard English forms for verb inflections (eg we were 
instead of we was and I did instead of I done) 

• Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas  

• Apostrophes for possession (singular and plural)  

• GDS – use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

5 & 6 A The Olympics: 
Ancient Greece 
 
Core Text: Who Let 
the Gods Out? By 
Maz Evans 
 
Other texts:  

Persuasive – letter and speech   
Athens or Sparta? Persuading 
to join – can vote with stones 
as in Ancient Greece to decide  

• Rhetorical questions  

• Persuasive language 
(comparative and 
superlatives) 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions) 
within and across paragraphs   

• Use verb tenses consistently  

• indicate degrees of possibility with adverbs (perhaps or surely) 
or modal verbs (eg might, should, will, must) 

• Parenthesis  

• GDS - select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 



The Orchard Book 
of Greek Myths by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 
 
 

appropriately (e.g. using appropriate vocabulary and structures 
for formal writing; using passive verbs to affect how 
information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest 
degrees of possibility)   

Narrative – other cultures  
Inspired by Greek Myths  

• Opening, build up, problem, 
resolution, ending  

• Descriptive language  

• Creates suspense 

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

Multiple extended paragraphs 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• in narratives, describe settings and characters 

• use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. adverbials of 
time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across 
paragraphs   

• Not in curriculum – inverted commas and correct punctuation 
for direct speech 

• GDS - integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and 
advance the action 

• GDS - distinguish between the language of speech and 
writing(3) and choose the appropriate register   

Biographical Writing  • Headings and subheadings  

• Technical vocabulary  

• Information and facts  

• Present tense (usually!)  

• Third person  

• Formal language  

Extended paragraphs under 
subheadings using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• WTS - in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure 
the writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-
headings, bullet points)   

• Conjunctions for cohesion  

• Use relative clauses beginning with relative pronoun  

• Parenthesis  

B World War II 
 
Core Text: The Lion 
and the Unicorn by 
Shirley Hughes 
 
Other texts:  
Tail End Charlie 
 
 

Narrative – fantasy  
Based on the life during the 
Second World War  

• Opening, build up, problem, 
resolution, ending  

• Descriptive language  

• Creates suspense 

• Creates atmosphere (makes 
the reader feel something) 

Multiple paragraphs using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• In narratives, describe settings and characters  

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech 

• Apostrophes for possession (singular and plural)  

• Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition  

• Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases  

• GDS – use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

• GDS - integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and 
advance the action 

• GDS - select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 
appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in 
narrative)   

Recount – diary entry 
Of an evacuee  

• First person  

• Past tense  

• Chronological order 

• Shows personality 

Multiple paragraphs using varying 
sentence structures with varying 
sentence openings. 

• WTS – past tense  

• Fronted adverbials correctly demarcated with commas  

• Apostrophes for possession (singular and plural)  

• Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases  

• Paragraphs to organise ideas  

Instructions 
WW2 rationing recipe  

• Headings and subheadings 

• List of what you need using 
bullet points  

• Imperative verbs  

• Chronological order  

Multiple sentences using 
conjunctions to join clauses under 
subheadings. Use of adverbials of 
time. Variation of sentence starts. 

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the 
writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points) 

• question marks  

• apostrophes for contraction 

• commas for lists  

• GDS – use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

• GDS - select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 
appropriately (e.g. using modal verbs to suggest degrees of 
possibility)   



Book review 
The Lion and the Unicorn 
 

• Summary  

• Opinion/conclusion  

• Explanation of opinion  

Paragraphs under subheadings 
using varying sentence structures 
with varying sentence openings. 

• Use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying 
adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases  

• Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across 
sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition.  

• in non-narrative writing, use simple devices to structure the 
writing and support the reader (e.g. headings, sub-headings, 
bullet points) 

• commas for lists  

• GDS – use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms) within and across paragraphs   

   •   •  

 


