
Charlton Mackrell Primary School 

 ‘The one who gets wisdom loves life.’ Proverbs 19:8 

Newsletter 10.12.2021 

Congratulations to our award winners. Please see photos of our awards and activities this 

week at the end of the newsletter or on our website twitter feed.  

Wildfire:  Sorry, due to a breakdown in communication no certificates were given out this 

week! 

Tornado: Ottie as Star of the Week and Issy as Reader of the Week.  

Hurricane: Cruz as Star of the Week, Marley as Reader of the Week and Caiden had a Bee 

Kind certificate and badge. 

Rainbow: Ali as Star of the Week, Sam as Reader of the Week. 

Nativity 

The children were amazing and braved the cold and wet to perform their Mary’s Knitting 

Nativity.  Thank you to all the children who took part and especially the understudies who 

had to step in at the last minute.  Thank you also to all the staff who helped to put on the 

show.  I am sure this outdoor event will be remembered for many years, not least because 

of the inclement weather!  

Father Christmas visited 

On Wednesday Father Christmas visited by helicopter to collect the children’s Santa letters.  

If anyone would like to see their child’s letter, then we have copies in school.  Please ask 

Mrs Cawley.  There was much excitement about our visit, especially from the staff!  Thank 

you to RNAS Yeovilton for this amazing visit.  The children love it. 

This coming week 

Monday – Flu vaccinations 

Tuesday – Gilbert Giggles entertainment 

Wednesday – Party day – party clothes and a visit from Father Christmas 

Thursday – Carol concert on the playground @ 2pm- full school uniform, but layers 

underneath. 

Friday – Christmas lunch. Children can be picked up from 1.15pm, although staff are working 

through-out the whole day including Late Birds for those who can’t pick up early. Wear a 

Christmas Jumper and uniform on the bottom. 

Carol Concert – Thursday 16th December @ 2pm. 

Weather permitting this will go ahead on Thursday 16th December outside on the school 

playground.  The children involved in this are Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  The staff and children have 



spent weeks learning songs to sing, practising musical instruments, learning lines for the 

nativity tableau performed by Year 3 and rehearsing readings, so we would love you all to 

come along and join in the singing and see all of their hard work. 

Preschool 

The tremendous tree leaf goes to George for making sure everyone had a turn during a game.  

 

This week in preschool we have been Christmas crafting. Making wonderful creations such as pine 

cone owls and reindeers, stars and snowflakes which we have then used to decorate our tree in 

preschool. The children have been enjoying singing Christmas songs. Away in a manger has been the 

favourite. One of the children had an idea of making a snowball, they showed great teamwork whilst 

layering up the paper and had great fun rolling it to each other. 

From the Friends Committee:  

Sadly, Malcolm the Magician is unable to come on Tuesday now but we have found Gilbert Giggles 

to replace him! The children will enjoy Gilbert virtually in their class bubbles. Thank you Jenny 

Eastick for arranging this at short notice and Sue Costain for funding this lovely treat! 

Last push for raffle tickets - prizes are truly amazing (best year ever) and now include Mother Goose 

Panto tickets at the Octagon Theatre (thank you Sam!) and a £215 Mulberry purse (thank you 

Charlotte!) plus many more prizes that parents have sourced… Please email 

thefriendsofcmschool@gmail.com to buy tickets and pay online or drop cash at the office! £1 a 

ticket! The draw is at 3pm on Wednesday! 

A huge thank you to all those that have donated luxury hamper items for the raffle; as well as mince 

pies / mulled wine for the nativity performances - a special thanks too, to Hannah Carmichael who 

managed to get many mince pies and cookies donated from Greggs, especially for these 

performances! Much appreciated.  

Preschool Pringle Tubes 

With so much going on in the last week of term, Kim in Preschool has decided to wait until the new 

year for her mystery tube games, so please keep collecting tubes (Pringles, whiskey, biscuits!) and 

bring them into preschool in the new year! 

COVID 

There are thankfully no new pupil cases today, but one new staff case to report, but this is a member 

of staff who was already self-isolating with their own child who had COVID.  All the other staff 

members who had COVID are now back in school following their self-isolating period.  We are hoping 

to safely get to the end of term without anyone having to self-isolate over Christmas.  Our cleaning 

routine has stepped up and we are ventilating the rooms well, so the children do need extra layers 

under their uniforms. 

Work for the children self-isolating is all on Google Classroom. 

Late Birds 

If your child is in Late Birds and you are running late and need to get a message to the school, in the 

first instance phone the school office on 01458 223329.  The office is not routinely manned after 

school, so if there is no reply, please phone the school mobile number which is:   07856465552.                    

mailto:thefriendsofcmschool@gmail.com


Kim or any other Late Birds’ staff will have this mobile with them and so you can get the message 

directly to the staff and/ or your children. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Thank you for your generous donations towards the Save the Children charity.  We raised about £60. 

Competition 

SOMERTON BUSINESS & TRADE ASSOCIATION- TURKEY HUNT 

You may be aware that every year Somerton Business & Trades Association organises a much 

enjoyed children’s “Spot the Object” style competition and we are aware that the Charltons 

residents also shop in Somerton and wondered if they would like to be included? An entry form is 

attached with this newsletter. 

Online safety 

Lots of us will continue to rely on technology over the winter break, for entertainment and 

keeping in touch with friends and family. Some children will be given new devices for Christmas, 

so online safety is very important when setting these up. Below are some helpful links to help 

keep your children safe. 

A parent's guide to privacy settings 

Gaming: what parents and carers need to know 

What is the Internet of Things (IoT) 

 

Behaviour Management Techniques 
With Family Solutions Somerset 
Monday, 24th January at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
A whistle stop tour of some parenting techniques and strategies to use with your children aged 2-18. 

We will be looking at the following principles that underpin all areas of parenting (and relationships) 

whatever the age. 

 Emotion Coaching, being able to label our emotions- CBT/Behaviour Curve 

 Showing empathy not sympathy 

 Attention – children will seek any kind of attention – good or bad 

 Ignoring behaviours we want to see less of 

 Specific praise… labelled 

 Social Learning Theory – new behaviours can be learnt by observing and imitating others 

(bandura) 

 Use of rewards – after the event (bribes come before), smart and cheap 

The session will be fully collaborative, and we will be open to conversations and listening to your 

own techniques which have been successful. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/9jR8M5hDZNnQnvTm8  

 

Growth Mindset 

https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=75880de601&e=d85af73458
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f579faf9cc&e=d85af73458
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=5c963da541&e=d85af73458
https://forms.gle/9jR8M5hDZNnQnvTm8


SCC Educational Psychologist 
31st January 2022 at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
The beliefs children have about intelligence, effort, and struggle impact the choices they make about 

learning.  Children with a fixed mindset believe that intelligence is fixed at birth and doesn’t change 

with practice.  They see school as a place where abilities are evaluated and they interpret mistakes 

are a sign that they lack talent.   

This session will help you help your child/ren to develop a growth mindset believing that intelligence 

can be developed. These students see school as a place to develop their abilities and think of 

challenges as opportunities to grow. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/9cvon4GwrC3ChTaaA  

 

Dyslexia Awareness  
With Mark Long, SCC Lead Advisory Teacher 
Monday, 28th February 2022 
Starting at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
Dyslexia is a learning difference that affects 1 in 10 people. Individuals with dyslexia often find it 

challenging to develop reading and spelling fluency and can also have difficulty with remembering 

verbal instructions and learning sequences such as the alphabet, days of the week and times table 

facts. 

This session provides an introduction to dyslexia. It explains why children with dyslexia can find 

reading, spelling and writing so challenging and describes strategies that can be used to help 

children improve in these areas. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/ewtp83j8RhP53MLU7  

 

 

Online Safety & Social Media  
With Amy Brittan, SCC Education Technology Advisor 
14th March 2022 at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
New technologies inspire children to be creative, communicate and learn.  But with the digital world 

changing all the time, how can you make sure your child’s staying safe? 

This session will provide parents/guardians/carers with information to support their children to 

enjoy technology safely and responsibly.  You will have the opportunity to think about what you 

want to do to protect your family and to equip them for their future. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/Qt4Dxmbjb4KVME377  

Dates for the diaries 

Monday 13th December – Flu Vaccinations NEW date 
Tuesday 14th December – Gilbert Giggles with a festive show! 
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Party Day and a visit to Santa’s Grotto – Party clothes can be 
worn 

https://forms.gle/9cvon4GwrC3ChTaaA
https://forms.gle/ewtp83j8RhP53MLU7
https://forms.gle/Qt4Dxmbjb4KVME377


15th Dec - Christmas Raffle drawn at 3pm in the playground  
Thursday 16th December – Carol Concert – 2pm on the school playground. 
17th Dec - Christmas Meal – Christmas jumpers can be worn again (uniform bottom half) 
Friday 17th December – Break up for the Christmas holidays.  Children can be collected from 1.15pm. 
However Late Birds will be open for those who need it on the last day. 
Back to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022 (Tuesday 4th is an inset day, so only the teachers 
will be in school on that day) 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


