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Merry Christmas to you all.  A huge thank you for all the lovely gifts and kind 

words.  We are touched by your kindness.  Thank you, from the CM Team. 

Congratulations to our end of term award winners. Please see photos of our awards and 

activities this week at the end of the newsletter or on our website twitter feed.  

The Citizenship Awards are given out at the end of each term.  There is one cup per class.  It 

is for a pupil who has worked hard, been kind and has been a good example to others. 

Wildfire:  Arlo 

Tornado: Issy 

Hurricane: Jasper 

Rainbow: Ethan M 

The Endeavour Cup is awarded once a term.  It is awarded to one pupil in the whole school, 

who the staff think has shown the most resilience and best learning behaviours. This has 

been awarded to Hector. 

The Kingsdon Kindness is an award to the kindest pupil in the school.  Someone who goes 

out of their way to include others and be a true friend to everyone.  This has gone to Olly P 

in Tornado Class. 

This week 

We have all had such fun this week.  There was Gilbert Giggles, who had the children 

laughing from start to finish, followed by a fun party day on Wednesday.  Thank you to our 

tremendous Father Christmas, who the children almost mobbed in their excitement! 

Despite having to change venue and times and the difficulties of rehearsing with so many 

children off it did happen.  Not the same atmosphere as being in the church, however the 

carol concert was a magical moment for the children to share the spirit of Christmas. Every 

child, who took part, had a speaking role and either performed with an instrument or acted 

in the nativity scene. The final day saw the children take part in the Inspire Cup Capture the 

Flag competition, followed by a fun and delicious Christmas lunch. 

Lots to be thankful for 

This year has seen many challenges for lots of us due to COVID.  I personally have ploughed 

through daily briefings from the Department for Education, continually completed risk 

assessments and updated the contingency plan more times than I can remember.  All of this 

has resulted in constant change for the staff team to meet the demands of the ever 

changing goal posts.  My heartfelt thanks go to the amazing team, who have risen to every 



challenge with good humour and always having the children at the heart of everything they 

do. 

The Friends deserve a medal for their work and support for the school.  The raffle alone 

earned well over £1000, but it is not just the money, but the fun and amazing ideas that 

come from these dedicated individuals.   

Thank you to Sue Costain, who has run competitions and paid for magicians and other treats 

for the children. 

Behind the scenes and rarely seen, are the actions of the governors, whose forward thinking 

focuses on the children and how our school can improve.  These are volunteers with a 

passion to help and make a difference. Thank you for your time and energy. 

Finally, thank you, to you, our parents and carers.  Without your support and partnership, 

we could not achieve what we do.  Your children are simply amazing. 

Alan 

On Thursday we said a farewell to Alan, who has been vicar in our parish, for much longer 

than any of the children have been alive.  He has also devoted his time as a governor and 

running the Brymer Trust, which supports our music in school.  He leaves a huge gap in our 

community and will be missed by us all.  We wish Alan a very happy and well-earned 

retirement. 

Year 2 phonics screening 

The government testing engine continues to turn and in December the Year 2 pupils took 

their phonics screening tests.  We are delighted that 91% passed which is a huge 

achievement as the national average was 82%.  Well done to all those children who have 

worked so hard to achieve such great results. 

Preschool 

This weeks’ tremendous tree leaf goes to Tommy for identifying numbers in a book and proudly 

sharing his findings. 

 

Preschool has carried on the festive theme this week. We made a special visit to the donkeys, the 

children decorated a Christmas card and box for them which we filled with carrots and left them on 

Bramley and Treacle’s wall for their owners to feed them. On the journey we identified penny wart, 

yew tree and thistle plants as well as discussing the dangers of electricity.  

 

We have had some wonderful feedback from parents who have come along to see our daily 

Christmas shows which took place at the end of each day this week, thank you for sharing your 

thoughts with us.  

Wishing all the Preschoolers and their families a very Merry Christmas and we look forward to seeing 

you all in 2022!  

Preschool Pringle Tubes 



With so much going on in the last week of term, Kim in Preschool has decided to wait until the new 

year for her mystery tube games, so please keep collecting tubes (Pringles, whiskey, biscuits!) and 

bring them into preschool in the new year! 

Kim’s Quiz Sheets 

A big thank you to Kim for organising and selling nearly £200 of quiz sheets.  She has even been 

around the villages selling them. 

COVID 

There have thankfully been no new cases all week. 

Competition 

SOMERTON BUSINESS & TRADE ASSOCIATION- TURKEY HUNT 

You may be aware that every year Somerton Business & Trades Association organises a much 

enjoyed children’s “Spot the Object” style competition and we are aware that the Charltons 

residents also shop in Somerton and wondered if they would like to be included? An entry form is 

attached with this newsletter. 

Online safety 

Lots of us will continue to rely on technology over the winter break, for entertainment and 

keeping in touch with friends and family. Some children will be given new devices for Christmas, 

so online safety is very important when setting these up. Below are some helpful links to help 

keep your children safe. 

A parent's guide to privacy settings 

Gaming: what parents and carers need to know 

What is the Internet of Things (IoT) 

Parent Advice Evenings  

These evenings are excellent, but few CM parents seem to attend, so I thought it might be useful to 

share some feedback from one of our parents: 

‘I just wanted to let you know what an informative evening the Children's Well-being and Mental 

Health talk was last Monday (6/12/21).  

Very well presented, lots of easily absorbed information and suitable from primary to secondary 

children. I can highly recommend for all parents, to improve general well-being or if they are 

struggling with Mental Health issues. The presenter mentioned that her team, the NHS Somerset 

Mental Health Support group, are planning on visiting schools so more people can hear the 

information. 

Thank you for letting us know about the information evenings.’  

The next meetings that we have coming up are: 

Behaviour Management Techniques 
With Family Solutions Somerset 
Monday, 24th January at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 

https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=75880de601&e=d85af73458
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=f579faf9cc&e=d85af73458
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=5c963da541&e=d85af73458


A whistle stop tour of some parenting techniques and strategies to use with your children aged 2-18. 

We will be looking at the following principles that underpin all areas of parenting (and relationships) 

whatever the age. 

 Emotion Coaching, being able to label our emotions- CBT/Behaviour Curve 

 Showing empathy not sympathy 

 Attention – children will seek any kind of attention – good or bad 

 Ignoring behaviours we want to see less of 

 Specific praise… labelled 

 Social Learning Theory – new behaviours can be learnt by observing and imitating others 

(bandura) 

 Use of rewards – after the event (bribes come before), smart and cheap 

The session will be fully collaborative, and we will be open to conversations and listening to your 

own techniques which have been successful. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/9jR8M5hDZNnQnvTm8  

 

Growth Mindset 
SCC Educational Psychologist 
31st January 2022 at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
The beliefs children have about intelligence, effort, and struggle impact the choices they make about 

learning.  Children with a fixed mindset believe that intelligence is fixed at birth and doesn’t change 

with practice.  They see school as a place where abilities are evaluated and they interpret mistakes 

are a sign that they lack talent.   

This session will help you help your child/ren to develop a growth mindset believing that intelligence 

can be developed. These students see school as a place to develop their abilities and think of 

challenges as opportunities to grow. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/9cvon4GwrC3ChTaaA  

 

Dyslexia Awareness  
With Mark Long, SCC Lead Advisory Teacher 
Monday, 28th February 2022 
Starting at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
Dyslexia is a learning difference that affects 1 in 10 people. Individuals with dyslexia often find it 

challenging to develop reading and spelling fluency and can also have difficulty with remembering 

verbal instructions and learning sequences such as the alphabet, days of the week and times table 

facts. 

This session provides an introduction to dyslexia. It explains why children with dyslexia can find 

reading, spelling and writing so challenging and describes strategies that can be used to help 

children improve in these areas. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/ewtp83j8RhP53MLU7  

 

https://forms.gle/9jR8M5hDZNnQnvTm8
https://forms.gle/9cvon4GwrC3ChTaaA
https://forms.gle/ewtp83j8RhP53MLU7


Online Safety & Social Media  
With Amy Brittan, SCC Education Technology Advisor 
14th March 2022 at 6:30pm, estimated end time 8pm 
 
New technologies inspire children to be creative, communicate and learn.  But with the digital world 

changing all the time, how can you make sure your child’s staying safe? 

This session will provide parents/guardians/carers with information to support their children to 

enjoy technology safely and responsibly.  You will have the opportunity to think about what you 

want to do to protect your family and to equip them for their future. 

To book a place to attend this session please visit:  https://forms.gle/Qt4Dxmbjb4KVME377  

Dates for the diaries 

Back to school on Wednesday 5th January 2022 (Tuesday 4th is an inset day, so only the teachers 
will be in school on that day) 

 

 
 

https://forms.gle/Qt4Dxmbjb4KVME377


 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


