Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool

SEND INFORMATION REPORT
Written October 2023

‘The one who gets wisdom loves life.” Proverbs 19:8

The school SENCO is the headteacher, Rebecca Cawley and the assistant SENCO is Kate Oliver.
The preschool SENCO is Jody Allen.
The SENCO governor is Anna Risius.

HOW DO WE HELP PARENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR CHILD'S EDUCATIONAL NEEDS?

We always aim to build positive partnerships with parents by being open and as accessible as possible. We are here to
listen to you about your child's needs as you know them best. Parental involvement ensures that we can work
together for successful outcomes for all.

HOW DO YOU KNOW IF A CHILD NEEDS EXTRA HELP?

Upon entry to CM School registration forms are completed by parents together with supporting documentation from
other settings, if applicable. All children at CM School are monitored closely by their Class Teachers. If the
parent/s/Class Teacher has any concerns about the progress or attainment of a child, they will be discussed this with
Mrs Cawley, our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo). She will carry out specific assessments to identify
any difficulties in more detail and will, if necessary, refer to external agencies with the consent of parents or signpost
parents to contact agencies direct for support or advice. Teachers are available at the beginning and the end of the day
for a brief discussion or an appointment can be made if a more detailed discussion is needed.

HOW WILL SCHOOL STAFF SUPPORT MY CHILD?
Somerset Graduated Response Tool

Quality first teaching underpins all educational provision. It focuses on inclusive practice and breaks down barriers to
learning. For the majority of children this can be achieved by identifying specific barriers, followed by personalisation
and differentiation using strategies as identified in the Somerset Graduated Response Tool. The Somerset Graduated
Response Tool breaks down SEN into four broad areas of need. This targets specific support for teachers to plan and
for any interventions to take place. You can learn more about the Somerset Graduated Response at:
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/education/what-to-
expect-from-education/

Discover more at www.somerset.gov.uk/localoffer and www.facebook.com/LocalOfferSomerset

All policies and procedures of Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool take into account the Ethos, Vision and
Safeguarding statements which can be found on the School website.
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We have created a number of quiet places, such as our ELSA room and Peace Garden, which are used for individual and
small group work, to meet social, emotional and educational purposes.

The staff team is first aid trained, with a number of members qualified as paediatric first aiders. We also have an ELSA
specialist who supports the emotional welbeing of our children. Team around the school (TAS) and team around the
child (TAC) meetings are arranged to support individual families and children.

HOW WILL THE CURRICULUM BE MATCHED TO MY CHILD'S NEEDS?

All class work is planned to support all learners with children's different styles of learning taken into account, so
outcomes are varied. Observation, marking and assessment inform planning on a day-to-day basis to ensure all work is
accurately matched to the needs of all children.

HOW WILL | KNOW HOW MY CHILD IS DOING AND HOW WILL YOU HELP ME TO SUPPORT THEIR
LEARNING?

Teachers and the SENCO continually observe and assess all pupils to monitor the impact of interventions (every 6
weeks). There are parents’ evenings each term and annual reports are sent home in the Summer Term. Parents of
identified SEN children will be offered termly meetings to ensure that we are all working together. In addition, parents
of children with High Needs funding, or those with an Education Health and Care Plan will have an annual review
meeting to inform and plan for next steps. Home School contact books may be used if appropriate.

WHAT SUPPORT WILL THERE BE FOR MY CHILD'S OVERALL WELLBEING?

As a school family, older children are given the responsibility of acting as a buddy to younger/new children. In addition,
due to the size of the school, all staff and children care for each other. In addition to the support received for academic
subjects, children are able to spend time with our Nurture Learning Assistant (ELSA). The Community Learning
Partnership (CLP) also have a Parent and Family Support Advisor (PFSA), who can work with children and families.
Specific plans and support will be put into place for children experiencing difficulties with behaviour and those needing
medical support. Staff may be deployed to help build capacity within the school.

WHAT SPECIALIST SERVICES ARE ACCESSED BY THE SCHOOL?

When a child has a specific need, we access County services such as the educational psychologist, learning and
behaviour support advisors. We also access advice for physical impairments and medical conditions, including support
for children with hearing and vision impairments, from the Physical Impairment and Medical Support Team

(PIMS). Speech and Language Therapists, physiotherapists and occupational therapists via the NHS

are contacted when needed. As and when needed, to ensure that we understand the needs of individual pupils, we
invite specialist training for the whole team, for example: MacMillan Nurse, asthma, attachment, Epipen and CAMHS.

HOW ACCESSIBLE IS THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT?

The School site is mostly wheelchair accessible. Where there are steps, alternatives are available with ramped entries.
There is a toilet which has been adapted for use by those with a disability.

HOW DO WE CATER FOR OFF-SITE VISITS?

All policies and procedures of Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool take into account the Ethos, Vision and
Safeguarding statements which can be found on the School website.
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All children have the right to access educational visits wherever it is safe for them to do so. For those with additional
needs, alternative provision can be made; for example, additional adult support, alternative transport arrangements or
alternative arrangements for the administration of medicines. Parents are invited to accompany a visit if suitable.

HOW WILL THE SCHOOL SUPPORT MY CHILD'S TRANSITIONS TO NEW SETTINGS?

Depending on the child's needs, a school entry plan meeting (SEP) may be arranged in the term prior to your child
leaving our school. This will be attended by you and school staff, together with any external professionals involved in
supporting your child. At the meeting, plans are agreed as to how all concerned can make the transition to your
child's next setting or senior school as smooth as possible.

For children with medical needs, this will include identifying staff training needs to ensure your child’s needs are fully
met and any potential difficulties/hazards identified and solved.

‘Move up’ sessions are held in the Summer term to ensure children are familiar with the staff and setting prior to
starting school in September. On moving to secondary school, children in Year 6 with additional needs are discussed
with the SENCo at the secondary schools once places have been allocated. Additional visits can be organised within
school time, supported by school staff and additional resources made, eg books of photos to ensure your child is
familiar with the people and places they will come across.

Additional information can be found under Somerset’s Local Offer - https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-
and-education/the-local-offer/

What to expect from education (somerset.gov.uk)

Written by Rebecca Cawley, Headteacher / SENCO, in consultation with staff, governors and the school community.

Useful Websites

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4 11/site/numeracy.shtml -- Brilliant site! Lots of games and an excellent
revision unit — KS2 Bitesize Maths

http://www.bbc.co.uk/parenting

http://www.childline.org.uk/ - - Free helpline for children and young people in the UK

http://www.netmums.com/

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/

http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/

http://www.parentalk.co.uk/

Contact - for families with disabled children | Contact - Support, services and information for your family if you have a
disabled child

All policies and procedures of Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool take into account the Ethos, Vision and
Safeguarding statements which can be found on the School website.
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http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/ - Help with Dyslexia

http://www.thechildrenstrust.org.uk/ - Providing services to children with multiple disabilities

All policies and procedures of Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool take into account the Ethos, Vision and
Safeguarding statements which can be found on the School website.
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