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‘The one who gets wisdom loves life.’ Proverbs 19:8

Dear Parents and Carers,
Reading is celebrated at Charlton Mackrell Primary School and Preschool from Early Years right up to the end of Year 6. At each stage of their learning journey, we have thought carefully about how our pupils will develop and foster a lifelong love of reading and an appreciation for both storytelling and the richness of knowledge of the world that reading brings. We know that being confident readers and being able to access knowledge is one of the most important ways our pupils will leave school feeling confident and equipped to master their ongoing education. We have been thinking of ways we can encourage the children to read more, both in school and at home. We know that reading begins at home and that parents and carers are the first to share in their child’s reading journey. 
‘Families who enjoy reading together have more opportunities for discussion, developing empathy and attachment. Reading to their infant is one of the greatest gifts parents can give. By starting the journey of building a lifelong love of reading for pleasure, parents are giving their child the opportunity to be the best they can be: children who read for pleasure do better in a wide range of subjects at school and it also positively impacts children’s wellbeing.’
The National Literacy Trust
Reading in EYFS and KS 1
Charlton Mackrell Preschool ‘Cygnets’ – Little Learners.
At Charlton Mackrell Preschool, we aim to build on these foundations and have thought carefully about the ways we celebrate reading and the books we share with the children. This begins in Cygnets where reading is front and centre in all that is planned for the children to learn. We recognise the importance of capturing the children’s imaginations and how important familiar stories and rhymes are in this process. Our youngest learners are encouraged to listen and become immersed in familiar stories on a daily basis. Circle time is a precious part of the day, where books are shared within the group. A carefully chosen reading spine encourages familiarity with favourite stories and children are able to predict and use rhyme, pattern and meter to engage with and retell these tales with enjoyment. Repetition helps build language confidence and widens the children’s spoken vocabulary and comprehension. Rhyme time is spent with linked or unlinked texts and stories being read with the children. Familiar rhymes are written down and annotated with pictures giving children the chance to read the rhymes for themselves and recall the familiar words.

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all you need is a book.”-Dr. Seuss

Children also love using the ‘Song sack’ to initiate the singing of familiar songs. Children are encouraged to spend time looking at a ‘floor book’ which is a precious large book with pictures celebrating all they have been learning that term. This is also an example to them that not all books are stories. Children are encouraged to take responsibility for looking after their books. They choose books form the class library to take home to share with an adult. Building on this familiarity with narratives, children are encouraged to tell their own stories which the teacher will scribe. Role play and imaginative retelling with props are all part of this dramatization, ensuring that all stories are valued, but particularly the stories that the children have created themselves.

Charlton Mackrell School follows the synthetic phonics program ‘Read, Write, Inc’. In Cygnets children are taught to listen for initial sounds and to recognise the graphemes linked to these in preparation for their transition to Reception class. There is a RWI frieze in the quiet room to help children become familiar with letters. They are introduced to ‘Fred the frog’ who is an integral part of the phonics teaching program – a soft toy who helps the children to learn sound and letter correspondence e.g ‘S’ for snake – ‘Slither down the snake.’ Fred the Frog helps children read and spell. He can say the sounds in words, but he can’t say the whole word, so children have to help him!
Linked CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words such as ‘hot’ and ‘red’ with reference to different topics such as ‘Bonfire night’ are displayed in the role play area. Children are encouraged to recognise their own name on their peg, tray, lunch cards and the main board. 

Kingfisher Class                Swan Class
Reception/ Year 1              Year 2
In Kingfisher Class, careful thought has been given to building on all the wonderful opportunities the children have had in Cygnets to share their love of books and stories. We believe that engagement is key, and this is when the children begin learning to read for themselves. Early reading happens every day, building to 40 minutes a day by the end of the children’s reception year.
Through the Read Write Inc programme (RWI), the children begin the program straight away at the beginning of their reception year by learning their Set 1 sounds. These are the initial letter sounds:  m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk and are taught in this order.
After this, the children are introduced to their Set 2 sounds which are sounds that can be comprised of 2 or more letters together to make 1 sound. These are accompanied by a picture prompt. An example of this would be ‘igh’ in ‘fly high’ or ‘ow’ in ‘blow the snow’. These new sounds are accompanied by a picture card to help as a prompt. The children are taught to sound out the word known as ‘Fred talk’ and to blend the sounds together to enable them to read the new word for example b-l-ow = blow.
When Set 3 sounds are introduced, the children are taught that there are different ways in which the Set 2 sounds can be written, for example ‘or’ as in ‘sport ‘can be also written as ‘aw’ as in ‘dawn’. In June at the end of Year 1, all children complete a phonics screening check. This is a short assessment which assesses the children’s ability to use their knowledge of phonics to decode 40 words. These words are made up of real and nonsense words. For children who do not meet the expected standard in Year 1, the school will provide additional support with phonics to support them to meet the expected standard by the end of Year 2.
By the end of Year 2, it is expected that all children will have progressed through all the phonics phases. From Reception Year to Year 2, and all the while children are still accessing the RWI programme, they will bring home RWI reading books carefully chosen to support them with the sounds they are currently learning. Wherever possible, please take time to read with your child daily and continue to support them in this most important part of their ‘learning to read’ journey.
“The books transported her into a new world and introduced her to amazing people who lived exciting lives.”-Matilda by Roald Dahl
Reading in KS1 outside of the RWI programme is also an important way Charlton Mackrell School hopes to promote a continued love of reading and a thirst for knowledge. Children are encouraged to come into class and settle down with a chosen book. The teacher will ask them to find hidden words which are highlighted for the day. These are then referred to and exemplified in the books for the children to find. Stories are read mid-morning and at the close of the school day. These books are chosen to reflect different genres with a focus again on a familiar reading spine supported by a range of non-fiction books. Children are encouraged to read and recognise familiar naming vocabulary around the classroom as well as to attempt reading across other subjects, for example by reading question stems in mathematics. By the end of Year 2, children are introduced to whole class guided reading texts and begin to develop a more analytical and questioning approach. They are encouraged to discuss and think more deeply about themes within books and to draw upon a wider variety of sources in their responses.

Reading in KS2 

Heron Class       Starling Class
Year 3/4               Year 5/6

In KS2 the children’s reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes home from school. Reading is happening all the time in the classroom. It is taught in specific reading and English lessons, but children are practising and using their 'reading' constantly across all subjects too. We all want them to be able to read and write confidently, so that when they see unfamiliar texts and when they are asked to answer questions on all sorts of different books and text types, they are able to do so.

Our Reading Offer in KS2:
· IND Reading: 1 x 30 minutes a week to develop reading resilience.
· ERIC Friday (Everyone Reads in Class). Children are invited to choose from a wide range of reading material available in class or books from home. 
· Whole class Guided Reading for 40 minutes a day, 4 x weekly to develop wider comprehension skills and broaden vocabulary.
· Accelerated Reader. STAR reading tests match books to children’s level within their ZPD range and quizzes assess comprehension. Star reading tests track individual progress throughout the year.
· Access to the Library which we encourage the children to use as much as possible.
· Targeted intervention (not for all). Daily Freshstart phonics, 1:1 daily reading with teacher or TA, Rapid Readers or Project X.
· Whole class reading for 15 minutes a day with the teacher, sharing a novel together to develop a love of books.
Accelerated Reader
By the end of KS1 and throughout KS2, the children choose books within the Accelerated Reader system. This is not exclusive to all children but is a tool which enables staff to track children’s progress within a sequentially numbered framework. Children quiz at the end of each book and this mini assessment is not a memory test, but a way in which children can show how confidently they have understood the themes and content of the book they are quizzing on by referring back to it as they answer the questions. The aim is that children will achieve 80% or more answers correctly and then move up to the next level by numerical increments of 0.1.  For children who are just beginning to read books within the AR framework, it may be suggested they read a short book 2 or 3 times to build from accurate fluency to securing their comprehension. 
Assessment
Teachers are constantly reviewing and assessing the children’s levels of engagement and will spend time listening to children read as well as advising them on book choices. AR assessments at the end of each book give an indication of how well a book has been understood. Children in KS2 take a ‘Star’ test each term to provide an indicator of how much their comprehension has improved and when they are ready to move onto books of greater difficulty. Termly written reading assessments are carried out to provide standardised scores form which teachers are able to track progress against age related and national standards.

Why is this all so important?

In school we ask children to think about difficult concepts. These might be about why or how things happened in history. We also ask children to think beyond themselves, to consider why or how other people think and behave. If children read lots of different kinds of books, they will start to think about such things as part of their reading.
 At Charlton Mackrell, we want children to ask questions, wonder about things, be curious and interested. When children are encouraged to read across different genres, they will develop natural curiosity and the ability to find out many things for themselves. We are hoping they develop into lifelong learners who use reading both as a tool but also as a rewarding and fulfilling pastime to take into their adult lives. Reading is also important for success in many other subjects like maths and science, which involve reasoning and problem solving.

“Reading is an exercise in empathy. An exercise in walking in someone else’s shoes for a while.”-Malorie Blackman

 Sometimes children can find it difficult to express and deal with their thoughts and emotions. Books often show people facing up to problems and finding ways to overcome them. Reading and discussing books together can help children begin to consider, explain and develop their own resourcefulness when problem solving. The reading spine in KS2 has been developed to carefully address and provide opportunities for the children to discuss wider issues which may not affect them individually. There is an opportunity in every story to develop understanding and empathy for others. The reading curriculum is a vehicle from which wider curriculum knowledge can be brought together and discussed as a class. The school provides many opportunities for children to add to their cultural awareness of the world and to learn from others and how to express their thoughts and opinions with respect.

Please continue to hear your child read regularly and keep encouraging them to read and discuss a wide variety of different text types. Children will also achieve a dojo every time their reading record book is signed by an adult for reading at home.
Thank you for your continued support in this,

Ali Allen 





















All policies and procedures of Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School and Preschool take into account the Ethos, Vision and Safeguarding statements which can be found on the School website.
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